
��������������������	
��
������������������������������������������
�������� 
���������
��������������
�����
Vol.7, No.2      web: www.HumanisticJudaismLA.org    ph:  818-623-736 3    email:  info@HumanisticJudaismLA.org        February, 2007 

 
Woodcrest School, Sunday, March. 4 th  
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by Susan Neubauer,  
Children’s School Director 
   

The next School Family program, Purim , 
scheduled for Sunday, March 4th, from 10:00am to noon, 
figures to be so much fun that we want to include the 
entire congregation!  Everyone is welcome! 

While most of our school family programs 
combine experiential learning with lots of fun, Purim is 
meant to be a raucous, silly celebration.  However, even 
amidst planned craziness, we’ll be involved in acts of 
loving kindness and service to our local community. 
 We’ll all be involved in creating musical “spiels,” 
or retellings of the Purim story.  We’ll make and eat 
traditional hamentashen, and have a costuming event 
sure to bring smiles.  We will also be creating “mishloah 
manot” (sending gifts) baskets which we will donate to 
the senior friends we made during the Chanukah 
program at the Belmont Village Retirement Home .   

To help us fill these baskets, we ask that each 
person please bring one fresh fruit and one sugar-free 
candy.  To make sure we have sufficient supplies for 
everyone please RSVP to me at susan.neubauer 
@roadrunner.com by Feb. 25 .  We hope to see you 
there! 
 

�����������������������
by Susan Neubauer 
     
 Our school families celebrated the Jewish New 
Year of the Trees, Tu B’Shevat, on Sunday, Feb. 4, with 
a Progressive Seder. The idea of a seder (a specific 
order for eating selected fruits tied to special readings) 
was introduced by the Kabbalists.  We rotated through 
the four seasons just as they once did. 
 Just as the season of the year progresses, we 
deepened the color of our grape juice.  We ate fruits, 
nuts and seeds and read of the symbolism meant to call 
our attention to our responsibility to nature. It is meant to 
motivate us to take steps to preserve fragile eco-
systems and protect the air and water of future 
generations.   

For each season, we sang one appropriate 
song, and in each season we had a special activity 
associated with it. Using nothing but recyclable trash, 
parents and children made three-dimensional trees 
which we mounted on long sheets of butcher paper.   

Having thought about various aspects of 
environmental concern, families also made bumper 
stickers to urge others to care for the environment.  We 
also planted parsley seeds which should be ready for 
harvesting just in time to adorn our Passover Seder 
plates. 
 Following our two-hour rotation through the 
seasons, we headed south on Reseda Blvd., and 

followed Paul Waller  on 
a very informative nature 
walk (see pic).  While on 
the wider end of the trail, 
families were also busy 
collecting “specimens” as 
part of a Jewish Nature 
Scavenger Hunt.   
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 O n - g o i n g   E v e n t s 
– Information and Locations – 

    
Monthly Shabbat Services  — Humanistic Services are 
held third Friday of the month, at 7:30 p.m. sharp!  

*Please see Calendar, p 3, for specific date.*   These 
are very hamish and meaningful, and are held at The 
Woodcrest School, 6043 Tampa Ave, Tarzana. There is 
plenty of parking at the side of the building.  Call 818-623-
7363 for info. 
   
The Children’s Jewish Cultural School  – This school 
year is from September, 2006 to June, 2007.  Sunday School 
meets weekly*, on Sundays, 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.  Hebrew 
class is then 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Our School is held at The 
Woodcrest School, 6043 Tampa Ave, Tarzana  Phone: 310-
838-7750 for info or to enroll your child. Ph.818-623-7363 
     
Adult Education  — meets on Sunday morning once each 
month, 10:15 a.m. at Woodcrest School, 6043 Tampa Ave, 
Tarzana. See Calendar, p.3, for current sessions. 
    
Adult Discussion  — meets the second* Wednesday of each 
month, 7:30 p.m., to discuss topical issues of concern to 
Humanistic Jews. Please see the Calendar for Adult 
Discussion topics. Meets at the home of Esther and Mort 
Levy. For info call 818-989-2867. 
    
Board Meeting  — meets the first* Monday of the month, 
6:30* p.m., at the Goldberg’s home. Board meetings are 
open to all  members.  
    
(* except when otherwise noted in the Calendar, p. 3) 
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What are these Family Programs that Adat 

Children’s Cultural School has been talking about?   
They represent exciting hands-on programming for the 
entire family!  It’s a turn toward active involvement, and 
an effort for which the entire congregation can get 
active. 

Parents who participate with their children have 
golden opportunities to learn together, have meaningful 
discussions with their children about Humanistic values, 
sing and create wonderful memories.  ] 

Events. such as the Purim program and others, 
have been opened to the entire congregation to join in 
as well.  Watch these pages to learn about upcoming 
events 
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by Joan Waller 
   

Snacking, schmoozing and kibbitzing at the 
Waller’s!  All this led to new friendships and getting to 
know one another a little better at the New(er) Member 
Social .   

   

Lorene and John Milligan, Hilary and Chris St. 
George, Steve and Nancy Bradley met with Gayle 
Insel and Joan & Paul Waller  to enjoy one another’s 
company free of set agendas.   

Much laughter and the exchange of interesting 
anecdotes comprised most of the afternoon.  We 
discovered attitudes that are similar and also where our 
differences are.  Similar events will be planned for the 
future. 
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Brenda and Earl met with several members to 
plan Shabbats and other interesting programs, many of 
which focus on children and families.  

Our Cultural school is undergoing a thorough 
evaluation.  We are waiting for the parent surveys to be 
turned in and the teacher observations to be completed. 
 Bar and Bat Mitzvah requirement and policies are being 
reviewed. 

We are counting on our members to volunteer to 
help make King David a huge success.  Seder plans 
were reviewed and are well under way.  Adult Education 
will be re-organizing and planning their future structure, 
curriculum, etc.  Joe reported on the Play reading group 
that has just formed. 

A Rabbi Search Committee was formed to 
decide on criteria and procedures for finding candidates 
to deliver Shabbat services and to develop evaluation 
tools for the congregation to offer input. Annual meeting 
and Installation dates were set.  Plans are being 
developed for a Shabbat Across America potluck dinner. 

A committee will meet to plan next years paid 
advertising campaign.  We are looking at having a 
fundraiser in the summer and discussed the types of 
events that would be profitable and doable. We also 
discussed how we need to market Adat Chaverim, what 
our name should reflect, our logo and related branding 
issues.  

We welcome and need your participation on any 
of these committees.  
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March Calendar  
    
  4  Sun., 10:30 am 
       Sunday School Purim   
       Program for all ! 
       at  Woodcrest School.   
     
  7  Wed., 6:30 pm 
       Board Meeting 
    
 11  Sun  10:30 AM  
       School Tzedakah  
       Program Woodcrest   
       Auditorium 
 
 14  Wed., 7:30 pm 
       Adult Discussion 
       Info:   818-989-2867 
   
 16  Fri., 7:30 pm Sharp! 
       Shabbat Service 
       with Earl Shiffman        
  
 24  Sat., “King David and His  
        Concubine”- curtain 8 PM!  
        see p.4. 
  
 25  Sun., 10:15 AM  
       Adult Education,  at  
       Woodcrest School.  
 
 25  Sun., 10:30 am  
        Sunday School  
        Passover Program 
       at  Woodcrest School.   
   
April Calendar  
    
  3  Tue., 5:30 pm 
       Congregation Passover  
       Seder   -- see p.5..   
     
  4   Wed., 6:30 pm 
       Board Meeting 
       at the Goldbergs’ 
    
 11  Wed., 7:30 pm 
       Adult Discussion 
       Info:   818-989-2867 
   
 15  Sun., 10:30 am  
       Yom Hashoah School   
       Program  at Woodcrest  
       Auditorium 
  
 20  Fri., 7:30 pm Sharp! 
       Yom Hashoah Services  
       with student participation  
       followed ice cream social 
   
 22  Sun., 10:30 am  
       Annual Membership Mtng. 
       and Israel Independence   
       Day – both at Woodcrest 
   
 29  Sun., 10:30 am  
      Sunday Funday Adult Ed.  
      and "Big Sunday" in the PM 
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What is Shabbat Across 

America, you ask?  It’s a “Jewish 
thing”! 

Shabbat Across America 
(SAA) was conceived and organized 
9 years ago by the National Jewish 
Outreach Program  representing a 
united effort by the entire Jewish 
community to simultaneously open 
their doors to practicing and non-
practicing Jew alike, so they may join 
together to experience and rejoice in 
a Shabbat Service and festive meal.   

It is the first and only program 
aimed at uniting Jews across the US 
and Canada through one single 
event, regardless of affiliation.  It will 
take place in every city where there is 
a Jewish presence – from NY, LA and 
Toronto to cities with smaller Jewish 
populations. 

So Adat Chaverim is now 
joining the Jewish community at 
large.  We are planning to hold our 1st 
Shabbat Across America on May 4th 
at Woodcrest School.  We will have a 
candle-lighting ceremony and a pot 
luck Shabbat dinner beginning at 
6:30pm so the children can be there.  

Keep the date open – Friday, 
May 4, 2007, 6:30 pm 
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On April 29 (almost May), 
Adat Chaverim will join BIG SUNDAY 
'07 working in partnership with Mayor 
Villaraigosa's office. It will be bigger, 
better, and more ambitious than ever, 
expecting at least 35,000 participants.  

This will be Adat's third year 
of participation. In the past, we 
painted faces at a nursery school and 
stocked shelved in a SOVA food 
pantry. We end the day tired, dirty 
and jazzed because it was so much 
fun and such a worthwhile activity.  

Go to www.bigsunday.org for 
more info and who benefits from the 

services provided 
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Forty-five individuals attended 
the February 16th Services, honoring 
the memory of Betty Friedan .  Joe 
Steinberg , avowed Feminist from early 
on, read and joined the women selected 
to read parts of a very strong Feminist 
Service .   

After giving interesting 
background information on Betty 
Friedan, JoAnn Schoenrock  
moderated a lively discussion on the 
personal meaning of the Feminist 
movement to those present.  Those 
experiences gave meaning to the 
contributions of Betty Friedan.  
     Brenda Jeffreys reminded us that 

Friedan’s life 
emphasized 
how one 
person can 
make a 
difference. 
Unfortunately 
time precluded 
extending the 
discussion. A 

lovely potluck 
Oneg had been 
prepared and 
there was time 
to enjoy one 
another’s 
company. 
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John Milligan  is our new Adult Education 
coordinator!  All those interested in a stimulating 
venture where we examine Jewish History through a 
humanist perspective should come to our first meeting 
on Sunday, Feb 25 th at Woodcrest School .  This time 
is specially arranged so that parents of school children 
can study too, and share learning with their children. 

At that meeting participants will be deciding 
what they will be reading.  It is wide open and John is 
ready for your ideas.  Last year, using the “Historical 
Atlas of the Jewish People,” Adult Education surveyed 
Jews in the Medieval period of Europe, a history of 
Sephardim in Spain and Middle East, and the 
Rabbinical period.   Participants brought in their own 
information as well, and discussions were always deep 
and often provocative. 

So come join us in a new exploration!  Please 
let John know of your interest and that you’ll be coming 
by calling him at 818 705-7861  
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Come and break matzoh with us as we 

gather again this year to celebrate Passover Seder 

and Dinner on Tuesday April 3, at 5:30 PM in the 

Social Hall at St. James Presbyterian Church, 

19414 Ventura Blvd. (between Tampa and 

Winnetka).    

To keep costs down and offer family friendly 

prices, we are asking for volunteers to set up, clean 

up, prepare a few traditional dishes and greet and 

take tickets, If you can help, please call Steve or 

Nancy Bradley  at sb@eLawBiz.com or call 818-

776-9655.   

Please RSVP as soon as possible, as 

seating is limited and this really helps  in planning a 

successful evening. 

Members and their guests (before 3/27) 

$25 per person, $30 after 3/27.  Children under 

13 $10, Children under 5 free.  Non-members 

$30.  Indicate preferences if you require vegetarian 

entrée.  Send checks payable to Adat Chaverim to 

23428 Canzonet St, Woodland Hills 921367 
 

   
“King David and His 

Concubine”     
A Play 

Written by Fred Simons,  
Directed by Richard Green 

Starring Ed Asner 
One night only  

Saturday, March 24  
at JCC at the Milken 

22622 Vanowen Street 
West Hills, CA 91307 

Ph: 818-346-5152 
Wine and cheese reception (reservations 

are required) Tickets $5 each. 
The first rows in the auditorium will be 

reserved for reception attendees. 
Play only -paid in advance- $10 
Play only -paid at the door- $15 

Checks payable to Adat Chaverim 
Mailed to 23428 Canzonet St 

Woodland Hills, CA 9136 
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       REJOICE       SING       DANCE        FEAST 
ENJOY A HUMANISTIC PASSOVER SEDER & A delicious Chi cken Dinner 

(But you may PREORDER vegetarian meals on the order  form below)  
Members & Guests (before 3/27) $25                                             Children             $10 

Members & Guests (after 3/27)    $30                                            Non-Members     $30 
    

Please RSVP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!!! List seating req uests below (TABLES of 8) 
For further info, please email SteveBradley@sb@eLaw Biz.com  or  call (818) 776-9655 

 
 
     Name(s) _______________________________________________________________ 
     _______  @ $25   ADULTS - Members & Guests (before 3/27)         

     _______  @ $30-  Non-Members / Members & Guests (after 3/27)   

     _______  @ $10 Children (12 & under)   _____  Children   5 and Under - Free 
 

Please provide us ______  Vegetarian meals                Please seat us with ________________ 

I would like to volunteer to:___________________________________ 
Please fill out this form and mail with your check payable to Adat Chaverim  

c/o Paul Waller,  23428 Canzonet St., Woodland Hills, CA  91367 
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Adat Chaverim  
Congregation for Humanistic Judaism 
P.O. Box 261204 
Encino, CA    91426-1204     
 

                                                                       
          Address Correction Requested  
                   
 

President Joan Waller 
President-Elect:  Gayle Insel  
Secretary:              Marci Goldberg  
Treasurer:             Paul Waller 
Publicity:                Marge Stein 
Director, Youth &  
Family Programs  Lorene Milligan                    
Advertising           Dennis Schoenrock 
Children’s  
Education:     Joe Steinberg 
Adult Education: John Milligan 
Programs:             Brenda Jeffreys/Earl Shiffman  
Tributes:               Ruth Osias 
Caring:                  Harriet Zebro 
Newsletter Ed.      David Borden 

   
         Phone:   818-623-7363 
         Email: info@HumanisticJudaismLA.org 
         Web:  www.HumanisticJudaismLA.org  
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This Newsletter is provided to the members of Congregation 
Adat Chaverim.  An annual subscription is available for non-
members at a price of $27/year.  We will happily mail three free 
consecutive issues of our monthly newsletter to any non-
member who requests it, and is interested in learning more 
about Adat Chaverim and our activities. 
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Adat Chaverim Tribute Card 

Fundraiser 
Up to 5-line message:   $5.00 
It will appear in the newsletter 

and is mailed to a recipient 
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Send your message with your check  
(payable to “Adat Chaverim”) 

to Paul Waller,  23428 Canzonet St.,  
Woodland Hills, 91367 

 
 March  Birthdays  
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March  Anniversaries  
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